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1 “Is There A Santa Claus?” — Virginia’s Letter
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following questions and brainstorm some ideas about Christmas.

1. Do you like Christmas time?

( )

2. How did you spend your Christmas when you were a child? What did you do? What did

you eat?

3. Do you believe in Santa Claus?

( )

4. When you have children, how will you spend Christmas time? What will you do for
children?

( )
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winner asks questions first.
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8-year-old girl Virginia. She sent the letter to the Editor of “The New York Sun.” If you

were the editor, how would you reply to her?

Is There A Santa Claus?
Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says,

"If you see it in The Sun, it's so." Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O'Hanlon,
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letter to Virginia!
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Idea Notes - MAPPING]

Is There A

Santa Claus?
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Share your letter with your classmates. Play “Jyanken,” and the winner plays

the part of Virginia, and the loser plays the part of the editor. Then, switch roles.

Partner’s Name Name( ) Name( )

Is there a Santa Claus? Yes / No Yes / No

Why? Why not?
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By Francis P. Church, first published in The New York Sun in 1897. [See The People’s
Almanac, pp. 1358-9.]

We take pleasure in answering thus prominently the communication below, expressing at the
same time our great gratification that its faithful author is numbered among the friends of The

Sun:

Dear Editor—

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If you see

it in The Sun, it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
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About the Exchange

Francis P. Church’s editorial, “Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Claus” was an immediate
sensation, and went on to became one of the most famous editorials ever written. It first
appeared in the The New York Sun in 1897, almost a hundred years ago, and was reprinted

annually until 1949 when the paper went out of business.

5 Thirty-six years after her letter was printed, Virginia O’Hanlon recalled the events that

prompted her letter:

“Quite naturally I believed in Santa Claus, for he had never disappointed me. But when less
fortunate little boys and girls said there wasn’t any Santa Claus, I was filled with doubts. I

asked my father, and he was a little evasive on the subject.

10 “It was a habit in our family that whenever any doubts came up as to how to pronounce a
word or some question of historical fact was in doubt, we wrote to the Question and Answer
column in The Sun. Father would always say, ‘If you see it in the The Sun, it’s so,” and that

settled the matter.

“ “Well, I'm just going to write The Sun and find out the real truth,” I said to father.



15“He said, ‘Go ahead, Virginia. I’'m sure The Sun will give you the right answer, as it always

does.” ”
And so Virginia sat down and wrote her parents’ favorite newspaper.

Her letter found its way into the hands of a veteran editor, Francis P. Church. Son of a Baptist
minister, Church had covered the Civil War for The New York Times and had worked on the
20The New York Sun for 20 years, more recently as an anonymous editorial writer. Church, a
sardonic man, had for his personal motto, “Endeavour to clear your mind of cant.” When
controversial subjects had to be tackled on the editorial page, especially those dealing with

theology, the assignments were usually given to Church.

Now, he had in his hands a little girl’s letter on a most controversial matter, and he was

25burdened with the responsibility of answering it.

“Is there a Santa Claus?” the childish scrawl in the letter asked. At once, Church knew that
there was no avoiding the question. He must answer, and he must answer truthfully. And so
he turned to his desk, and he began his reply which was to become one of the most

memorable editorials in newspaper history.

30 Church married shortly after the editorial appeared. He died in April, 1906, leaving no

children.

Virginia O’Hanlon went on to graduate from Hunter College with a Bachelor of Arts degree
at age 21. The following year she received her Master’s from Columbia, and in 1912 she
began teaching in the New York City school system, later becoming a principal. After 47

35 years, she retired as an educator. Throughout her life she received a steady stream of mail
about her Santa Claus letter, and to each reply she attached an attractive printed copy of the
Church editorial. Virginia O’Hanlon Douglas died on May 13, 1971, at the age of 81, in a

nursing home in Valatie, N.Y.

More Information

o An alternative copy from the Newseum, which includes a nice scan of the original
editorial.
o More historical background and analysis from The New York Times on the occasion

of the 100th Anniversary of the editorial’s publication.
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[1* Reading- Skimming] Read the actual letter from the editor and answer the following

questions.

1. According to the editor, are Virginia’s friends right or wrong?

( )
2. Is there a Santa Claus?

( )
3. Can we see Santa Claus?

( )
4. Is there anything real in this world?

( )
5. How long will Santa Claus live?

Norman Rockwell “A Drum for Tommy” (1921)

http://www.wikipaintings.org/en/norman-rockwell/a-drum-for-tommy-1921
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[2"" Reading- Scanning] Read the letter again and answer the following questions.
1. According to the editor, why are Virginia’s friends wrong?

They

and they do not

2. What insect does the editor compare man to?

He compares man to

3. How certainly does Santa Claus exist?

He exists and and

exist.

4. If there were no Santa Claus, how would the world be?

It would be as if

5. Nobody sees Santa Claus, but there is no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

-> BAER:

6. What are the most real things in the world?

They are those

7. Have we seen fairies dancing on the lawn? -

8. When you tear apart the baby’s rattle and see inside, what can you find there?

We can find that there

9. What can faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance do?

They can and and

10. What will Santa Claus continue to do?

He will
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Compare your letter with the letter from the editor.

fim B TREE S O FHE H 45> D Fk
PUH I H—AEND 2 ( ) ( )
HHO KIEFHICRZ 2% L»

FrLTWnWhnng,

BH© B RRES WA DAFET
LDERELCEIICY X
IS D

A ZOMOEIEITRKANICH
FELICHL R AW T
»H5,

BAT 9  MEENLDOFRKOP T, X LEEIODBATHELL I,

Choose 3 sentences you like in the letter.
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Rewrite your essay. Reading the editor’s letter and your classmates’ letters, you can

change your ideas.
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Read your classmates’ essays and add some marks. Then, write your comments on

“CONTENT.”

MARK
© - I like the expression.
? - What do you mean?
MORE - need more explanation.

(i)

Dear Virginia,
I can understand how you feel. When I was little, my friends also made fun of

me because I believed in Santa and my friends didn't. But, never mind, Virginia!

©

It means you have a bigger heart than your friends. You must be a kind girl who
?

believes in invisible things. Even if you cannot see Santa, you can see a present

for you, can't you? The present is proof that Santa really exists. I hope you will

MORE

continue to believe in Santa from now on.
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Read your classmates’ essays and find some mistakes (if any). Then, write your

comments on “English.”

http://arthistory.about.com/od/from_exhibitions/ig/american_chronicles/aonr_dia_09_17.htm

| Calvin & Hobbes

(http://slicktiger.wordpress.com/2009/12/17/my-top-5-calvin-hobbes-christmas-cartoons/)
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Let’s watch “MIRACLE on 34" Street.” While watching the movie, take some notes

and write a brief report.

1. Did you like the movie? Why?
( )

2. Which characters did you like the most? Why?
( )

3. Do you recommend this movie to others? Why?

( )

4. Which scenes were the most impressive? Why?

( )

AR iy
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9
©trivia®©

1947THFICHESNEZUITILIR TB4TEDOSH (X, PXUAND IRE
RBULCHRE] OOIICA>TNET, (BRACTHURZEX TFESLESH. A
F1L SUETETIL)

PATI-E6. [ENREHBE] THAE ] OBPITRELTNET,

S)




HA7 14 Wl [34THOHM OH6FT LERBVIRY 2N, ZZMEHDE L

X 9. Fillin the blanks and check to see how well you understood the story.

© The Plot of "MIRACLE on 34™ Street” ©

When the Cole's Santa Claus gets @ ( ) before taking part in the @

( ) . Cole's director of special events 3)( ) fires him and
must find another person. She finds an old man and asks him to be their Santa
Claus. He claims his name is @)( ).

Kris does so well during the parade that he is soon &)( ) to be Cole's main
Santa for the holiday period. All the children in New York begin to believe that he
is the real Santa. However, ©)( ) . the six-year-old girl (=Dorey's

daughter) does not believe in Santa Claus. Dorey's boyfriend, @)( ) , does

his best to convince Susan to believe.

While Kris is babysitting Susan one night, Susan tells him her Christmas wish.
{She would like a &( ). O ), and 0( ) ) . Kris asks if
she would begin to believe in Santa if she got all those things. Susan agrees that

she would.

Kris is believed to be Santa Claus and contributes to more sales for Cole's.
However, one hight, he is 1( ) for attacking a man on the street. The fact
is that the man he attacked was the original drunk Santa. He tried to d2( )
Kris with the help of members of staff from a rival of Cole's.

With the help of Brian, Dorey takes Kris' case to @3)( ) . Brian must prove
that not only does Santa exist, but also that Kris is the real Santa.

Just when the judge is about to make his decision, Susan walks up to the judge
with @( ) . It contained 5)( ) . On the back, the words 6
( ) are circled. The judge realizes that, since the U.S. Department of

Treasury can believe in 7)( ) with no evidence, then the people of New



York can believe in 8)( ) in the same way. Therefore, the judge could

decide that Santa is real.

Then, Dorey and Brian get (9( ) on Christmas Eve. On Christmas morhning,
Susan, Dorey and Brian go driving out to the catalogue house. Kris has arranged

for them to buy the house.

Dorey and Brian ask Susan what the last of her Christmas wishes was, and she
tells them that it was [0( ) . Dorey and Brian look at each other, surprised,
and look at Dorey's @)( ).

CHOICES:

In God We Trust /stomach / Dorey/ Brian/ ahouse/ a$1bill /
dad / hired / Susan/ drunk / ababy brother / Thanksgiving
parade / Santa Claus/ arrested/ court/ aChristmas Card / God /

married / Kris Kringle / deceive

My Score: / 30
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Write the movie review of “MIRACLE on 34" Street.”
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Learn from “Frequently Made Mistakes.” First, find the mistakes in each sentence by
yourself. Then, discuss why they are mistakes and how you correct them with your

partner.

|FMM (Frequently Made Mis‘rakes)‘
MUTRD TK<HBdE:EV] ZELUT. LDERICEZFEZDLDICBEDELLD !

1. Are you believe a Santa Claus?

2. I wasn’t believe Santa Claus and didn’t enjoy Christmas.

3. I impressed this movie. / The scene was very impressed. / This scene made me exciting.
4. 1didn’t give Santa nothing.

5. I felt relieved as if I drink a hot tea.

6. If there was someone who believes Santa Claus, I would have recommended it!!

7. I wondered how were effective evidences given by Brian.

8. At the same time, I felt like to cheer Susan.

9. She should believe Santa Claus while her childhood.

10. A little girl in this movie didn’t believe in Santa too.

11. I want to be happy my children in Christmas.

12. It is necessity for us to believe something with a view to get over walls of our lives.

My Score: /12
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write your comments on “CONTENT.”

MARK
© - I like the expression.
? - What do you mean?
MORE - need more explanation.

(f1)
Dear Virginia,
I can understand how you feel. When I was little, my friends also made fun of
me because I believed in Santa and my friends didn't. But, never mind, Virginia!
It means you have a bigggr' heart than your friends. You must be a kind girl who
believes in invisible fhing.s. Even if you cannot see Santa, you can see a present
for you, can’t you? The present is proof that Santa really exists. I hope you will

MORE

continue to believe in Santa from now on.
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Read your classmates’ essays and find some mistakes (if any). Then, write your

comments on “English.”



